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The people of the Western Hemisphere are united by history, geog-
raphy, and shared ideals. We will continue our important work to
build a region that lives in liberty and grows in prosperity.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 14,
2006, as Pan American Day and April 9 through April 15, 2006, as Pan
American Week. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor
of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of other areas
under the flag of the United States of America to honor these observ-
ances with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8000 of April 7, 2006
National D.A.R.E. Day, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On National D.A.R.E. Day, we honor the dedicated police officers and
all those involved in the Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.)
program and underscore our commitment to helping young people say
no to drugs and violence. By promoting positive youth development,
D.A.R.E. programs across our country are helping our children make
the right choices and build lives of purpose.

Since 1983, D.A.R.E. has taught young people how to recognize and re-
sist the pressure to be involved in drugs, gangs, and violent activities.
The D.A.R.E. program brings police officers into the classroom to an-
swer tough questions about drugs and crime, teaches students how to
avoid temptation, and encourages communication between young peo-
ple and law enforcement. This program strengthens our communities
and provides our children with a strong foundation for success.

My Administration remains committed to helping our young people
overcome the dangers of violence and the use of illegal substances. The
Helping America’s Youth initiative, led by First Lady Laura Bush, en-
courages local partnerships that empower families, schools, and com-
munities to help young people reach their full potential. We are also
strengthening youth drug prevention efforts on the State and local lev-
els with the Strategic Prevention Framework and the Drug Free Com-
munities program. These initiatives tailor prevention strategies to local
needs and give community organizations the power to identify chal-
lenges and take actions to overcome them.

In 2005, the National Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign and the Part-
nership for a Drug-Free America launched Above the Influence, an ad-
vertising and online campaign to encourage teens to reject drug use
and other negative pressures. My Administration has also hosted a se-
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ries of summits to educate community leaders and school officials on
successful student drug testing.

The struggle against alcohol abuse, drugs, and violence is a national,
state, and local effort. Parents, teachers, volunteers, D.A.R.E. officers,
and all those who help our young people grow into responsible, suc-
cessful adults are strengthening our country and contributing to a fu-
ture of hope for everyone.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 11,
2006, as National D.ARE. Day. I call upon young people and all
Americans to fight drug use and violence in our communities. I also
urge our citizens to support the law enforcement officials, volunteers,
teachers, health care professionals, and all those who work to help our
children avoid drug use and violence.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8001 of April 13, 2006
Thomas Jefferson Day, 2006

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Today, we celebrate the birthday of Thomas Jefferson. Few individuals
have shaped the course of human events as much as this proud son
of Virginia. His achievements are extraordinary: Governor of Virginia,
author of the Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom, Secretary of
State, third President of the United States, and founder of the Univer-
sity of Virginia. Thomas Jefferson was also a scholar, author, farmer,
inventor, and architect. As President, Thomas Jefferson secured the
purchase of the Louisiana Territory from France, which doubled the
size of the United States and extended opportunity and prosperity to
many more Americans.

Thomas Jefferson was an eloquent and powerful champion of liberty.
He captured the American creed when he wrote in a private letter: I
have sworn upon the altar of God eternal hostility against every form
of tyranny over the mind of man.” And in one of the most important
public documents in history, Jefferson wrote these words: “We hold
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” The Dec-
laration of Independence has become a cornerstone for those who love
freedom and justice.

More than eight decades later, Abraham Lincoln returned to the words
and meaning of the Declaration of Independence. Lincoln knew that in
the distant future people would look upon it and ‘“‘take courage to
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